
from commuter to community
re-claiming underused roadways to create vibrant public space
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The intersection of CA-2 and Glendale Boulevard in Echo 
Park is a tangle of concrete, asphalt and traffic in the middle of 
a vibrant neighborhood (and city) that is rapidly changing and 
getting denser. This chaotic intersection is ripe for reinvention, 
with the potential to give the surrounding neighborhood needed 
public space.

As the world is on the verge of significant technological 
change, this project looks to create a space that keeps an 
eye on that future: a space that can hopefully inspire as we 
approach coming revolutions in autonomous transport and 
mobility technology that will potentially transform how we share 
space in our urban environment.

This project is a story about change and 
opportunity. How we get around - that is, our 
transportation technology - affects how we relate 
to our environment. As this technology changes, 
so do our space needs - and as these needs shift, 
we have an opportunity to re-think how we share 
space between vehicles and people.
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The site chosen to explore this idea of transformational change has experienced a lot of it over its relatively 
short history. California Route 2, between Interstate 5 and Glendale Boulevard, on the Echo Park/Silver Lake 
border, was built to connect to the never-built Beverly Hills Freeway. Prior to this, the area was part of the right 
of way for the Pacific Electric Glendale-Burbank rail line. 

The roadway is tucked in a densely populated hilly area between the two neighborhoods, connecting to 
Elysian V alley on the far side of the ridge. The area’s hilly topography is both a challenge as well as a great 
opportunity.
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why? why here? why now?

Communities benefit from increased access to nearby parks 
and green space

“ We’re building a nationwide movement to improve access to parks & 
green spaces, while transforming communities, and getting people to 
the places where they live some of their best moments. ”

https://10minutewalk.org

project justification
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why? why here? why now?

There is oversized/underused infrastructure on CA-2 at the 
junction with Glendale Boulevard that can be better utilized by 
the neighboring community.
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google maps streetview

https://ccag.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/cmp_2005_Appendix_B.pdf

The CA-2 terminus narrows from 10 lanes at the junction 
with I-5 to just 5/6 lanes at the junction with Glendale 
Boulevard. 

According to the 2018 Caltrans traffic census, the 
maximum flow on adjacent city arterials is 3,200 
vehicles/hour, while the capacity of CA-2 as built is 
11,000 vehicles/hour (2,200 vehicles/hour/lane)
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at Alvarado Street 
>80 seconds delay

The limiting factor for traffic in the area, is the 
intersection of Glendale Blvd and Alvarado Street 
(almost half a mile away from the terminus), which 
operates at an ‘F’ Level of Service, during peak A.M. 
hours.

- Metro / Caltrans SR-2 Terminus Project Initial Study/ Environmental 
Assessment October 2010

google maps streetview
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https://www.metro.net/projects/state_route_2/

why? why here? why now?

This is not the first project to examine this idea

“Traffic flow during peak hours in the project area is severely impeded due to the existing 
configuration of the SR-2 terminus. Pedestrians and bicycles are not well accommodated by 
existing facilities in the vicinity of the freeway terminus. Additionally, during off-peak periods, 
the southbound direct connector traffic often merges onto southbound Glendale Boulevard 
a high rate of speed.”

- Metro / Caltrans SR-2 Terminus Project Initial Study/ Environmental Assessment October 2010

“The purpose of the project was developed by Caltrans, Metro, and LADOT, with the cooperation of 
members of the community. The purposes, or objectives, of the project are to:

1. Better manage traffic flow at the terminus;
2. Enhance accessibility and safety in the vicinity of the SR-2 terminus;
3. Develop a freeway terminus design that is compatible with existing residential and
commercial uses in the immediate vicinity; and
4. Minimize cut-through traffic in neighborhoods in the vicinity of the terminus.”

- Metro / Caltrans SR-2 Terminus Project Initial Study/ Environmental Assessment October 2010

In 2010 LA County Metro and Caltrans initiated a similar (and ostensibly still-
ongoing) project to redesign the SR-2 (CA-2) terminus.

https://www.metro.net/projects/state_route_2/

project justification
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why? why here? why now?

In December 2018, California Natural Resources Agency certified and adopted the CEQA 
(California Environmental Quality Act) Guidelines update package, including changes to the 
way CEQA evaluates a project’s traffic impacts - advocating use of VMT (Vehicle Miles 
Traveled) as opposed to LOS (Level of Service) -  in effect, declaring that car delay will no 
longer be used as a way to assess environmental impacts of development projects 
under the California Environmental Quality Act.

Los Angeles adopted these new rules in August 2019, while the changes go into effect 
statewide on July 1, 2020.

Los Angeles - and all of California - is changing how 
development and its relationship with traffic is evaluated - 
from impact on drivers to impact of driving

“a project’s effect on automobile delay shall not 
constitute a significant environmental impact.”

Title 14. / Division 6. / Chapter 3.  Guidelines for the Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act

https://qz.com/1323987/quantum-computing-could-put-a-stop-to-traffic-jams/
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Agencies and organizations involved in urban design and transportation have already been thinking 
and planning for changes in mobility and its effects on communities.

why? why here? why now?

National Association of City 
Transportation Officials’ “Blueprint for 

Autonomous Urbanism”
LADOT’s “Technology 

Action Plan”
LA Dept. of City Planning’s 

“Mobility Plan 2035”

Planners and engineers are already planning for a transformed 
future. 

“... we reshaped our cities to serve the 
new technology of the 20th century – cars 
– instead of the other way around. This 
reshaping occurred predominantly in low-income 
neighborhoods of color, subsequently destroying 
whole neighborhoods and cultures.
[...]
Los Angeles, like many cities, recognizes that 
what have traditionally been considered 
the elements of transportation — roadways 
and vehicles, railways and rolling stock — are 
embedded in a complex web of social, economic, 
environmental, and health factors and cannot be 
treated as the standalone responsibility of 
engineering.”

- LADOT Technology Action Plan

as our infrastructure is transformed by 
autonomous transportation technology, 
more space will be freed for use by the 
people

project justification
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carve a haven for people and community out of space that has 
been surrendered to cars.

near term:

long term:
help shape the future of our urban space by imagining 
possibilities as more land is able to be reclaimed from 
transport.

google earth

project goals



commuter »» community capstone 2020 - roberto achacoso 

23

800'0' 400'

area map circa 1928 with rail lines & future highways

future 
1-5

future 
CA-2

Glendale Blvd

Pacific Electric 
Red Car

Pacific Electric 
Red Car

LARy
Yellow Car

https://www.oldmapsonline.org/

The site sits at the collision of two major eras of mobility in the Los 
Angeles Basin, the railways (Pacific Electric Red Cars and Los Angeles 
Railway Yellow Cars) and the motorway/freeway. The CA-2 terminus is a 
remnant of a freeway system master plan that was halted by community 
opposition and financial concerns, leaving the junction stranded in time.

“The SR-2 freeway was originally planned and constructed in 1959 to connect 
with the Hollywood Freeway (US 101). In 1962, as a result of local community 
opposition, the full build-out plan was rescinded and construction was 
terminated at Glendale Boulevard. A half diamond interchange with a direct 
connector was constructed with ramps connecting the freeway terminus to Glendale 
Boulevard. This condition currently remains. Over time, deterioration of traffic flow 
has occurred as regional and local commuters increasingly converge in this location.”

- Metro / Caltrans SR-2 Terminus Project Initial Study/ Environmental Assessment October 2010

Pacific Electric Red Car on Glendale Blvd @ Sunset Blvd.- 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/metrolibraryarchive/24498208446/

Planned SR-2 Glendale Freeway route 
through Echo Park & Silver Lake

https://socalregion.com/highways/la_highways/beverly-hills-freeway/

Unbuilt planned freeways (Los Angeles Times)

Los Angeles Railway
1901 1963

Pacific Electric Railway

1901 1965

CA-2 freeway
1959

Only 61 percent of freeways 
planned within the 1940s Master 
Plan were built

”The Los Angeles Freeway and the History of 
Community Displacement” , The Toro Historical Review 
September 29, 2017

1962 - full build out plan abandoned

1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020

site history
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the area is crossed by numerous no-longer used and never-
built infrastructure

the area’s hilly topography necessitated numerous public 
stairways to access the rail lines

site context
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there is a diverse mix of zoned uses within walking 
distance of the site.

much of the area’s traffic is composed of pass-through 
commuters accessing downtown LA.

site context
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the area has solid public transit connections and 
opportunity for more bikeshare capacity

site context

transit & bicycle access



500'0' 250'

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC

500'0' 250'

DEAD END

VEHICULAR/PEDESTRIAN 
CONFLICT

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

CROSSWALK

BUS STOP

500'0' 250'

EXISTING PARK

EXISTING HIGHWAY

500'0' 250'

POTENTIAL PARK

CONDENSED HIGHWAY
(DIAGRAMMATIC)

land use - existing and potential circulation

commuter »» community capstone 2020 - roberto achacoso 

31

the high volume and high speed of traffic creates 
dangerous conditions for anyone not in a motor vehicle.

the site provides a great opportunity to explore the transfer 
of space from vehicles to people.

site analysis
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site analysis
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A

B

C

The site is topographically complex, both from the natural topography of the 
area as well as the man-made topography of the built highway’s engineering 
of overpasses, flyovers and retaining walls. The design of the site will take 
advantage of these elevation changes and previously built structures when 
possible and advantageous.

site analysis
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site analysis



opportunities constraints
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site analysis



Glendale Boulevard is seeing an on-going increase in small-lot and multi-unit 
infill development.

increase in multi-unit housing along glendale
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$88 K
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an economically diverse area

demographics - race demographics - median household income

site analysis



user profile

Phase 1

Echo Park residents
Silver Lake residents
Area residents within easy Metro 
ride

Phase 2

Echo Park residents
Silver Lake residents
Elysian Park residents
Los Angeles River Bikeway users

Silver Lake demographics

Echo Park demographics

stakeholders

Caltrans
LA DOT
Metro

Mitch O’Farrell, LA City Council 13th 
District
Laura Friedman, California Assembly 
District 43
Wendy Carillo, California 
Assemblymember District 51
Hilda Solis, LA County Board of 
Supervisors, District 1
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users & stakeholders

site analysis



octavia blvd
san francisco, ca

reclaiming space from freeways
community focus

visually appealing and pedestrian friendly
“right-sizing”

new park development

main takeaways: 
design at the correct scale for the surrounding community

contribute to the community through aesthetics as well as program

https://www.cnu.org/what-we-do/build-
great-places/octavia-boulevard

https://fitt.co/san-francisco/places/patricias-green https://fitt.co/san-francisco/places/patricias-green

https://thebolditalic.com/photo-of-hayes-valley-in-the-90s-the-bold-italic-san-francisco-a1899198ba3

atlanta belt line
atlanta, ga

connecting community
outlying residential location

auto-centric city
equitable development

phased development

main takeaways: 
interim uses to establish community engagement

plan for equitable community investment

John Spink / ajc.com

http://network.thehighline.org/projects/atlanta-beltline/http://network.thehighline.org/projects/atlanta-beltline/

https://atlantaintownpaper.com/2019/09/a-decade-of-art-art-on-the-atlanta-beltline-marks-10th-anniversary/art-on-the-beltline-3/
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octavia blvd - san francisco, ca atlanta belt line - atlanta, ga

project precedents



http://network.thehighline.org
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high line network

project precedents



Superkilen Park in Copenhagen, Denmark was built  in that 
city’s primary disadvantaged/immigrant neighborhood and 
was an exercise in “extreme inclusion” with one of its primary 
features being a collection of objects and symbology 
from around the world, literally giving the residents of the 
neighborhood a place to see themselves reflected in the 
environment.

The Moray terraces outside Cusco, Peru are an ancient 
Incan agricultural laboratory. The terracing and orientation 
to the sun creates a temperature differential of 27 degrees 
F between the topmost and bottommost terraces, over a 98 
foot elevation change. 
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moray terraces - cusco, peru superkilen park - nØrrebro, copenhagen, denmark

https://interestingengineering.com/the-moray-terraces-were-a-15th-century-incan-agricultural-research-station

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superkilen#/media/File:Superkilen_hill-top_view.jpg

https://medium.com/@hharmanbmc/images-of-inclusion-f54b8cf16e6c

https://www.floornature.com/superkilen-copenhagen-urban-project-big-superflex-topotek-1-11892/

project inspiration



Create engaging and inviting public space 
through careful attention to the attributes that 
contribute to a great public space.

•	 Strong Identity
•	 Strong center
•	 Street life and activity
•	 Comfortable
•	 Sociable
•	 Safe
•	 Diverse
•	 Unified
•	 Complex but coherent
•	 Choice

https://items.ssrc.org/just-environments/interculturally-inclusive-spaces-as-just-environments/

https://dirt.asla.org/2018/06/12/to-create-a-sense-of-belonging-embrace-cultural-diversity/

“People who have emigrated from one country and culture to another tend to use public open 
spaces, community gardens, and parks to gather and congregate in ways that are reminiscent 
of their home country, transforming the parks of their adoptive community into familiar spaces, creating 
an “autotopography” that links their daily practices and life experiences to a deep sense of place. In effect, 
they are writing their cultural stories on the land- or cityscape. This is a type of cultural place-making 
and is commonly done in community gardens through the growth and celebration of culturally 
appropriate foods. ”

”
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•	 Accessible and well connected to other important places in the area.
•	 Comfortable and project a good image.
•	 Attract people to participate in activities there.
•	 Sociable environments in which people want to gather and visit again and 

again.

“Park planning and design needs to be 
re-thought in terms of boosting cultural 
diversity, instead of just ecological 
diversity.

Create equitable and just public space by giving 
park-goers space to express and exercise their 
culture and spark intersections between cultures.

successful public & urban space ‘interculturally inclusive space’

design principles & methodology



Ensure the success of the community gardens 
and community garden programming by 
reviewing what has work best for similar 
projects.

Intelligent re-use of existing infrastructure and 
mitigation of environmental issues.

national recreation and park association

•	 Build support and seek partners
•	 Integrate recreation and programming
•	 Accessible and  inclusive gardens
•	 Organic and sustainable gardens

https://parkpride.org/we-can-help/community-gardens/

high line network

•	 What is celebrated?
•	 What is hidden?
•	 What is kept?
•	 What is discarded?

community garden repurposing underused infrastructure

commuter »» community capstone 2020 - roberto achacoso 

57

design principles & methodology



Allow the community to easily engage with 
the space by creating safe connections to the 
community via many types of mobility

Ensure a successful multi-use trail through use of 
greenway best-practices.

complete streets LA great streets urban design studio

•	 Improve access & mobility
•	 Enhance neighborhood character
•	 Increase economic activity
•	 Achieve greater community engagement
•	 Improve environmental resilience
•	 Ensure safer & more secure communities

project for public places rails to trails conservancy

•	 Design for user type
•	 Signage and surface markings
•	 Surfaces
•	 Safety & Lighting
•	 Crossings
•	 Bridges & Tunnels
•	 Accessibility
•	 Trailheads
•	 Gardens
•	 Public art

safe, connected streets and community greenways
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design principles & methodology



Mitigate the environmental hazards of close 
proximity to vehicle emissions and particulates 
through use of solid and vegetative barriers.

epa sacramento metropolitan air quality management 
district
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pollution mitigation

design principles & methodology
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design metaphor

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wave_(Arizona)#/media/
File:TheWave_1600pixels.jpg

google street view

HISTORY TOPOGRAPHY GEOLOGY PEOPLE

http://www.fuelfriendsblog.com/2008/02/29/restoring-the-elliott-smith-figure-8-mural/

The central design metaphor for this park is ‘Layers.’ This concept is reflected 
in several aspects of the park and site, from the layers of history and use, to the 
geology and topography, to the diversity of cultures that have been layered on 
the neighborhood. 



program elements
•	 community garden & food hub with service vehicle 

access (2.51 ac)
•	 public square [community cultural programming] (1.57 

ac)
•	 active recreation / flex fields (2.61 ac)
•	 passive recreation + multi-modal trails (5.17 ac)
•	 viewpoints
•	 active transportation amenities (e.g. bike racks, bike 

lockers)
•	 signage and connectivity to adjacent neighborhood 

spaces (commercial, institutional & recreational)

https://howtheyplay.com/team-sports/The-Problem-With-American-Youth-Soccer

http://network.thehighline.org/projects/atlanta-beltline/

http://cdn.architecturelab.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/cleveland-park.jpg

https://www.railstotrails.org/trailblog/2019/september/13/five-common-types-of-trail-use-rules-everyone-should-know/

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2019-09-30/after-10-years-south-laguna-garden-still-demonstrates-community-till-power
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program



active recreation

passive recreation

community center

community garden

civic space

A B

DC

There are 5 primary elements encompass the whole of the 
proposed program of the park: 

community garden, civic space, active recreation, 
passive recreation, and community center

Inspired by the design metaphor, these different elements were layered across 
the space, as they don’t exist in isolation, but rather have meaningful overlap. 
Narrowing the initial concepts to four, each was identified by how they deal 
with the re-use of the highway overpass, from using the overpass as civic or 
community garden space to removing it completely.

overpass as civic space

overpass as community center

overpass as garden space

overpass removed
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concept development



community gardencivic space

A B

The two concepts which most informed my final design were concepts A and B, 
the plaza overpass and the garden overpass.

overpass as civic space overpass as garden space
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concept development



A

C

B

D

F

G
GH

I

J
L LK

K

J J J

H
HE

E

A garden plots

B garden plot terraces

C cafe / kitchen / community center

D outdoor dining

E plaza & marketplace

F dog park

A

G wooded

H meadow

I flexible sport field

J vegetative / physical barrier

K pedestrian bridges

L reconfigured CA-2

A
A

B

E E

C G
H H

H

H
IJ

K

L
L L

K K K

I

I

D

M M

H wooded

I meadow

J flexible sport field

K vegetative / physical 
barrier

L pedestrian bridges

M reconfigured CA-2

B

A garden plots

B cafe / kitchen / community center

C outdoor dining

D plaza & marketplace

E terraced plaza

F grand staircase

G dog park

overpass as civic space overpass as garden space
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concept a - plaza overpass concept b - garden overpass

concept development



The  final concept combined elements from Concepts A and B, including the arcing sweep of the major pedestrian 
access from Concept B, combined with Concept A’s transformation of the overpass to civic space. 

In this final design the five primary program elements identified earlier have been rebranded as: 
The Garden, The Kitchen, The Plaza, The Field and The Valley all connected by the major axis of The Walk

tbc

250'0'

final concept
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The park is split into two major sections, with Glendale boulevard 
providing a natural division, spanned by a bridge. On the south side 
of the bridge are the community hubs of The Garden, The Plaza 
and The Kitchen while the north side contain the recreation hubs 
of The Field and The Valley

glendale boulevard

community garden

the garden
civic space

the plaza
community center

the kitchen
active recreation

the field
passive recreation

the valleythe walk

the 
garden

the 
kitchen

the 
plaza

the 
field

the 
valley

the 
walk 

the 
bridge 

Illustrative plan

3D bird’s-eye view

final concept
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existing

proposed

pedestrian path terraces

CA-2 exit to SB glendale blvd softball field glendale blvd

glendale blvd

allesandro st

allesandro stgarden plots

'the garden' 'the plaza'

waterloo st.

waterloo st.

120'
1" = 60'

0' 30' 60'

The Garden and The Plaza span a slope which formerly held a softball field and 
offramp. The wide open expanse of the softball field was a comfortable fit for the 
community garden, while the more severely sloped area which held the offramp 
needed some terracing to unlock the utility of the space.

lafayette greens 
detroit, mi

chicago riverwalk
chicago, il

https://www.sasaki.com/projects/chicago-riverwalk/
https://chi.streetsblog.org/2015/06/15/the-river-theaters-ramps-let-people-on-wheels-make-a-grand-entrance/

https://metrodetroitmommy.com/lafayette-greens-urban-garden-the-greening-of-detroit/ https://www.asla.org/2012awards/images/large scale/073_04.jpg

the garden and the plaza the garden and the plaza

the terrace

arrival terrace

the gallery

the kitchen

cafe plaza

the 
gazebo

community 
compost

10 x 10 plots

the marketplace

bike and 
scooter share

The garden, while centrally located, is sited comfortably above the activity of Glendale 
Boulevard. The plots consist of 10x10 raised beds and in the middle of the garden is a 
shaded gathering space for the community gardeners to rest and catch up. The terrace 
provides space for people that relates to the street but keeps enough breathing room. 

The lower terrace is the arrival terrace, where the there is space for rideshare drop-off 
and pickup, a bus stop and bike and scooter share parking. This area also holds the 
marketplace, a space for neighborhood vendors. The upper terrace, consists of a set 
of outdoor conversational nooks set into landscaped areas, providing space for friends 
to gather and chat. Between the two is the Gallery Wall, which would be used for any 
number of community art or performance exhibitions.

final concept



the stroll

the 
steps

bridge pier
the bridge

glendale blvd.glendale blvd.

the terrace

the kitchen

cafe plaza

demonstration 
garden

the gallery

To traverse up the hill created by the old overpass earthworks there is a grand staircase, a 
callout to the many staircases in the neighborhood. For those less keen on stairways, there 
is a more gentle path up, called The Stroll. The top of the hill connects to the bridge and 
pier spanning Glendale Boulevard.

demonstration 
garden

the kitchen

the steps

the stroll
cafe plaza

the slope

garden plaza

community 
compost

Up the hill, The Kitchen holds a demonstration garden, kitchen and outdoor café as well 
as housing support services for the community garden, such as storage space and a 
tool library. The Garden Plaza allows for vehicle access to support both the community 
garden and the kitchen, but can be utilized as rentable or public space when not 
needed.
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the steps and the stroll the kitchen

final concept



the kitchen

the plaza

the pier

the bridge

the field

kastrup pier 
denmark 

ximo michavila

Where the old overpass is, a new pedestrian bridge utilizes the old support columns 
of the old overpass. In the middle of the bridge is an overlook, reminiscent of a 
pier, providing a unique respite and vantage point for residents to experience the 
neighborhood. 
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the bridge & pier

final concept



the field

restrooms

CA-2 SB CA-2 NB

CA-2

bridge to allesandro st. allesandro st.

bridge to allesandro st.multi-use trail

multi-use trail

multi-use trail

multi-use trail

the field

80'
1" = 40'

0' 20' 40'

The Field is sunken in the northern section of the old overpass’s earthworks. The sinking 
of the field was inspired by my college days of playing intramural sports on similarly 
sunken fields in the middle of city streets in Chicago.

existing

proposed

sunken flexible sport field

CA-2 exit to SB Glendale

pedestrian bridge

CA-2 NB on-ramp

CA-2 NBCA-2 SB

Alessandro St.

multi-use path

CA-2 exit to NB Glendale

midway plaisance
chicago, il

squibb park pedestrian bridge
brooklyn, ny

https://interactive.wttw.com/sites/default/files/WL_A.jpg https://www.brownstoner.com/development/squibb-park-bridge-opens-brooklyn-bridge-park-2020-photos/

160'
1" = 80'

0' 40' 80’

The slight elevation difference works well at keeping errant balls from rolling away as 
well as giving a pleasing sense of enclosure. A pedestrian bridge spans CA-2 to provide 
easier access to the space for residents on the far side of the roadway, while the bridge 
across Glendale turns into a multi-use trail which continues north into The Valley.
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the field the field

final concept



the field

CA-2

bridge to allesandro st.

multi-use 
trail

forest trail

meadows

meadows

The Valley is a series of meadows alongside a multi use trail that will eventually link to the 
LA river path and Elysian Valley. separating the park from CA-2, would be a gabion wall 
constructed from the rubble of the repurposed highway. The terrain on the park side of the 
wall would be adjusted to keep the wall as unimposing as possible, keeping its relative 
height at or below 6 feet.
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the valley the valley

A

A

B  

B

250'0'

B

A

CA-2

CA-2

multi-use trail

multi-use trail

meadows

meadows

gabion 
wall

gabion 
wall

allesandro st.

allesandro st.

60'
1" = 30'

0' 15' 30’

final concept
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 Lake Flato Architectshttps://www.gabionbasketsbox.com/gabionboxgionbaskets/gabionretainingwalls.html https://gabionreviews.com/gabion-benches/ 

re-use & recyclepedestrian circulation

Demolishing half a highway would produce a lot of rubble – a perfect opportunity for reuse, in the form 
of gabion walls and structures, used throughout the space. 

Visitors experience and traverse the park via a connected network of plazas and pathways

google street view

plazas

pathways

final concept
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let's go for a ride

see you after my game

an  afternoon at the garden

meet me at the plaza

let's go for a ride

see you after my game

an  afternoon at the garden

meet me at the plaza

87

250'0'

An overarching goal in the design of this park is the creation of a space that holds myriad possibilities 
for the neighborhood and its residents. These next pages show an imagined day in the life of the park 
as experienced by four unique visitors.

a day in the life...
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an afternoon at the garden

Marisol’s afternoon in the garden.

Marisol lives nearby, and walks to The Kitchen and its community stoarge lockers where she keeps her 
garden tools. On the way to her plot, she stops by the community composting bin, to drop off some 
food scraps from home and pick up some compost to amend the soil in her garden plot. She spends 
time readying the bed for a new season of vegetables, but when she’s had a bit too much sun, she 
takes a break to catch some shade and chat with friends under the central trellis.

1 	 	 the kitchen
2 	  community storage lockers
3 	  cafe plaza
4 	  demonstration & exhibit garden
5 	  garden plaza
6 	  community compost
7 	  10 x 10 garden plots
8 	  the gazebo
9 	  the steps
10 	  the stroll

60'0'

8

7

7

7

6

5

3

1

2

4

10

9

waterloo street

a day in the life...



commuter »» community capstone 2020 - roberto achacoso 

60'0'

91

an afternoon at the garden

picking up her garden tools at the community lockers

a day in the life...
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an afternoon at the garden

a quick stop-off at the community compost bins

a day in the life...
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an afternoon at the garden

doing some work on the garden plot

a day in the life...
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an afternoon at the garden

visiting friends and resting in the shade

a day in the life...
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meet me at the plaza

1 	 	 arrival plaza
2 	  marketplace plaza
3 	  bus and rideshare drop-off
4 	  bike-share & micro-mobility station
5 	  gallery wall
6 	  the garden
7 	  the terrace
8 	  the steps
9 	  the plaza

90'0'

12

5

4

7

6

8 9

3

glendale boulevard

duane street

Marcus meets up with a friend at The Plaza.

Marcus takes the 92 bus down from Atwater, a quick and easy ride that drops him off right at the park. 
He sees that his favorite food truck is there at the marketplace that day, so he stops to pick up some 
street meats. On his way up to meet his friend up on the terrace, he sees there’s a new exhibit up at 
the gallery wall and takes a few moments to check it out. His friend has scoped out a seat and Marcus 
joins him to tuck into his sandwich and catch up.

a day in the life...
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meet me at the plaza

coming down fom Atwater on the 92 bus

a day in the life...
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meet me at the plaza

picking up some street food at the marketplace

a day in the life...
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meet me at the plaza

a quick view of the latest exhibit at the gallery

a day in the life...
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meet me at the plaza

meeting up with a friend at the terrace

a day in the life...
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see you after my game

1 	 	 the garden
2 	  garden plaza
3 	  the kitchen
4 	  kitchen cafe
5 	  demonstration garden
6 	  the slope 
7 	  the terrace
8 	  the bridge
9 	  the pier
10 	  the field
11 	  restroom
12 	  multi-use trail
13 	  meadows
14 	  allesandro pedestrian bridges

100'

100'

0'

0'

1

2
3

4

5 6

7

8

9

10

1112

12

14
14

13

glendale boulevard

waterloo street

allesandro street

CA-2 SB

CA-2 NB

Meghan meets up with friends for lunch after a morning soccer game.

Megan walks to The Field from her house in Echo Park, walking down Allesandro Street and crossing 
the pedestrian bridge over CA-2.  Meeting up with her team on the field, they proceed to play a great 
game, with Meghan scoring the winning goal. After a quick change in the nearby restroom, she walks 
south towards The Kitchen. First passing The Pier and proceeding down The Steps, finally meeting up 
with her friends at one of the outdoor tables at the kitchen cafe.

a day in the life...



commuter »» community capstone 2020 - roberto achacoso 

100'0'

111

see you after my game

crossing CA-2 to get to the field from echo park

a day in the life...
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see you after my game

a good game with friends

a day in the life...
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see you after my game

a quick change and refresh at the restrooms

a day in the life...
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see you after my game

crossing glendale boulevard, passing by the pier

a day in the life...
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see you after my game

a walk down the steps

a day in the life...
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see you after my game

meeting up with friends at the kitchen cafe

a day in the life...
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let’s go for a ride

1 	 	 multi-use trail
2 	  wooded trail
3 	  meadows
4 	  multi-use field
5 	  restroom
6 	  bike-share station
7 	  allesandro pedestrian bridges
8 	  gabion retaining wall

200'0'

1
6

7 7

8

5

1

2

3
3

3

4

allesandro street

CA-2 SB
CA-2 NB

oak glen place

Maya and Marsha’s picnic and bike-ride in The Valley.

Maya and Marsha have a quick picnic on the meadows alongside others enjoying the afternoon sun. 
After deciding they’ve maybe had a bit too much sun, they head to the bike share rack to pick up a 
couple of bikes so they can head north on the trail to the LA river bike path.

a day in the life...
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let’s go for a ride

catching up and catching some sun on the meadow

a day in the life...
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let’s go for a ride

picking up bikes from the bike-share station

a day in the life...
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let’s go for a ride

headed up the multi-use trail on the way to the LA river path

a day in the life...



let's go for a ride

see you after my game

an  afternoon at the garden

meet me at the plaza
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thank you



commuter »» community capstone 2020 - roberto achacoso 

133

http://city-data.com
http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/silver-lake/
http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/echo-park/
https://dirt.asla.org/2018/06/12/to-create-a-sense-of-belonging-embrace-cultural-diversity/
https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2019/september/designing-the-great-park-that-everyone-deserves/
https://www.smithgroup.com/perspectives/2018/inclusive-design-social-resilience
https://items.ssrc.org/just-environments/interculturally-inclusive-spaces-as-just-environments/
https://www.pps.org/
http://network.thehighline.org
https://www.cnu.org/what-we-do/build-great-places/octavia-boulevard’
http://rpgis.isd.lacounty.gov/Html5Viewer/index.html?viewer=GISNET_Public.GIS-NET_Public
http://zimas.lacity.org/
http://maps.google.com
http://metro.net
https://ladot.lacity.org/sites/default/files/documents/ladot-tap_january-2020-update_v2.pdf
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