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coral tree walk & sculpture garden
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ucla courtyard of theaters at macgowan hall

courtyard exterior courtyard interior open sky in center of
couryard

three trees planters view from inside glass door slope and uneven ground
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at macgowen hall
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drawing title

site inventory & analysis

aerial imageaerial image

drawing notes

this courtyard is located on
the most northern east 
corner of the ucla campus.
the pavement inside the 
courtyard is uneven and 
damaged. there are 3 treesdamaged. there are 3 trees
with slanted trunks that 
reach to the open sky
ceiling at the center of the
courtyard. there is a
combination of glass and
regular doors. 
Sound travels to the centerSound travels to the center
sky opening.
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New Glass & wood

NEW FREUD PLAYHOUSE CONSTRUCTION
TO BE COMPLETED 2024

Wood and polycarbonate front
exterior to replace metal scrim

Vertical garden with design 
Glass (polycarbonate) sky light
for center opening

Cork cladding for part of 
interior walls to help with sound 
absorption & reduce acoustic noises.

2nd floor balcony. Chair seating 
possibilites for courtyard 
perfomances or study areas

Wooden panels with vertical greens
spilling out

2nd Floor Balcony
made w/ wood panels

Vertical Garden

New Glass Doors

Cork cladding

Native Plant Garden

OPPORTUNITIESCONSTRAINTS
LEGEND

congestion

doors to relocate

open ceiling to enclose
DOORS TO BE REMOVED

SOUND REVERB & ECHO

COral tree walk & sculpture garden

WIND CIRCULATION

LEGEND

site constraints & opportunities

Some constraints include
factors, such as wind circula-
ation, direct sunlight, and 
sound issues that need to be
addressed.
covering the open sky in the
middle of the courtyard will
help alleviate these issues, to
provide even sunlight and
less wind.
scrim is removed and re-
placed with glass and wood
decor that mimic's the original
look & feel.
cork is used for interior wall
coverings to increase sound
absorption.
Courtyard can now also be
used for outdoor theater w/
seating and small, low garden
at center.

UCLA COURTYARD OF THEATERS AT MACGOWAN HALL

DIRECT SUNLIGHT
CAUSING DISCOMFORT

MORE COMFORTABLE AND
EVEN SUN DISTRIBUTION
W/IN THE COURTYARD

SCRIM TO BE REPLACED WTIH
COVERED GLASS AND WOOD
DESIGN

ENTRANCE DOOR & THEATER
DOOR TOO CLOSELY PLACED
OBSTRUCTING FLOW

OPEN SKY CEILING CAUSES
WIND EDDYING & DISCOMFORT

UNEVEN SUNLIGHT DISTRIBUTION
WITHIN COURTYARD, CAUSING
DISCOMFORT

TICKET BOOTH TO BE TAKEN
OUT AND RELOCAT

TICKET & SNACKS WINDOW

CONSTRAINTS & OPPORTUNITIES
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN 1

STEVEN CHAVEZ

UCLA COURTYARD OF THEATERS
AT MACGOWEN HALL
245 CHARLES E YOUNG DR. E
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095
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CONCEPT 2 CONCEPT 3

CONCEPT 1
CONCEPT 1

CONCEPT 2

CONCEPT 3

The main focus here are the glass front exterior and entrance and the glass
skylight. The skylight has openings on the sides for ventilation, that can be closed
completely for very cold and rainy seasons. reverberation is minimized by floor
to ceiling cork cladding and very tall green vertical gardens. benches surround
the outer edges, and there is a lovely succulent garden in the middle. Ticket/snack
booth is placed on the north side of the courtyard.

The unique highlight of this concept is the raised center stage. the low stage has 
steps on two sides, surrounded by a small succulent garden. there is drainage 
that surrounds the stage, as it's the low part of the courtyard. a huge front
facing balcony faces the coral walkway, and can be accessed by stairs, and also
a glass elevator facing the sculpture garden. greeneries drape over the balcony
facing the center of the courtyard, as it help with reverb along with cork cladding,
wood panels and vertical gardens. snack station is position on the northwest.

This concept has a balcony that comes out of the main building, and also goes 
around the entire upper floor. There is a large tree that reaches out to the 
center sky ceiling, and benches are placed around the tree, and agaisnt the walls.
A mix of vertical gardens, cork cladding and wooden panels also help with sound 
reverb, and also create insulin to keep the space warm.

3 DESIGN ALTERNATIVES
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FINAL SITE PLAN
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SECTION ELEVATIONS & PERSPECTIVE
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MODEL
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