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OLIN AND STUDIOS ARCHITECTURE
WASHINGTON DC

CASE STUDY #1 - WASHINGTON CANAL PARK
 Canal Park is a model of sustainability in the form of 

a social gathering place. The 3 acres of land was 
formerly a parking lot for buses. The park is inspired 
by its waterfront heritage showcasing a linear rain 
garden and three pavilions reminiscent of floating 
barges. The rain gardens save the city 1.5 gallons of 
potable water per year. The captured water is used 
for irrigation, buifor irrigation, building use and interactive fountains. 
One pavillion hots a cafe, one serves as a stage, and 
another ooers storage for park amenties.



CASE STUDY #2- THE HIGHLINE
JAMES CORNER FIELD OPERATIONS (PROJECT LEAD)
NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

The Highline was built with sustainability being the most important design goal. The walkway is an 
elevated freight train rail that has been transformed into a public park made from repurposed industrial 
infrastrcture. Most of the plants in the park are drought tolerant and also encourage native polinators 
and most of the materials are sourced from a 100 mile radius. The pathway connects diierent parts of the 
city and takes pedestrians above the streets and away from vehicular traac. 



CASE STUDY #3 - MYRAID BOTANICAL GARDENS
THE OFFICE OF JAMES BURNETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

This project transformed a disrepaired 15 acre park into a state-of-the 
art green, and highly active destination. The parks goal was to 
increase the quality of life of Oklahoma City and to bring people of all 
ages and backgrounds together. The Gardens include an educational 
children’s garden, performance stages, interactive water features, a 
native plant garden, and more! 
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Site Elements

1. City Hall offices- 
87,000 sf (entrances on 
first & second level)

2. 2. Forum Theatre- 
22,200 sf (entrance on 
second level)

3. Kavli Theatre- 99,700 
sf (entrance on third 
level)

4. 4. Parking garage- 
231,000 sf

5. Location of elevators 
(2)

6. Information desk 
(second level)

7. 7. Meeting rooms (third 
level)

8. Water feature (third 
level)

9. Vehicle turn-around 
(third level)

10. East e10. East entry stairwell 
(first level)
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Add strong buuer to 
sidewalk to add safety
and create a more 
prominent bus stop

Parking lot removal to
allow for a grand 
entrance to the site

Tiered planting area
can be transformed
into steps for access
to seoncd & third 
levels

East access to be
altered to be 
more widely accessible
point for people coming
from The Lakes

Large open space can 
be reconstructed into
event & gathering area

Existing wash to be 
transformed into a more 
formal & informational
rain garden
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SPACE SEEKING STUDY



ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN
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NEW FEATURES

Car access/Drop-off area

Water feature

Oak garden overlook

Pedestrian walkway

Oak woodland paths 

Interactive water fountain

California native garden walk

Sculpture garden

Picnic area/rain garden 

Naturalistic play area

Pergola

Ampitheater 

NEW FEATURES



Learn, play, explore

Entry Point

Gather & Listen

Stroll

Walkway

Entry Plaza I
Entry Plaza II

BUBBLE DIAGRAM



Site Access Points

Building Access Points

Primary Pedestrian Circulation 
Secondary Pedestrian Circulation Learn, play, explore

Entry Point

Gather & Listen

Stroll

Walkway

Entry Plaza I
Entry Plaza II

NEW PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION 



Legend

ENLARGEMENT - Amphitheater, Play Area, & Pergola   

KEY PLAN

PergolaStage SlideSwings



KEY PLAN

Palo Verde Tree
Parkinsonia florida 

Grass Play Mounds

Tree Stump Steps



ENLARGEMENT - East Entry Plaza/Garden Walk  

Interactive 
Water Feature

Bench Native Plant 
Garden Walk

East Entrance

KEY PLAN



KEY PLAN

Salvia clevelandii

Achillea millefolium

Abutilon palmeri

Dudleya pulverulenta



Picnic Area

Interpretive 
Sign

Rain Garden Sculpture

ENLARGEMENT- Picnic Area/Rain & Sculpture Gardens

KEY PLAN



ENLARGEMENT- Picnic Area/Rain & Sculpture Gardens

KEY PLAN

Salvia spathacea

Carex flacca

Liriope spicata

Atemisia x ‘
Powis Castle’
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SECTION- East Entry Plaza

A’A

Protected Oak

Stone Floating Path Dwarf Crape Myrtle

Bench Interactive
Water Feature

Pedestrian 
Walkway

Street

KEY PLAN



Jacaranda Terraced Lawn Seating
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SECTION - Amphitheater

Jacaranda 
Tree

Stage Ampitheater
seating

Protected Oak 
Tree




