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SITE ANALYSIS S I T E  A N A LY S I S
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SITE ANALYSIS S I T E  A N A LY S I S

S U N  S T U DY

• SUNSET ZONE 24

• TALLER BUILDINGS FLANK EACH SIDE OF 

HOME CREATING SHADE ON THE SIDE YARDS 

(SUN IN MIDDAY)

• MORNING SUN STRONGEST IN FRONT

• ALL  DAY SUN IN BACKYARD AWAY FROM 

EXISTING OAK

• MID DAY SANTA MONICA SUN CREATES 

FAVORITE CONDITIONS THROUGHOUT THE 

FRONT AND BACK YARD. 
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SITE ANALYSIS S I T E  A N A LY S I S

PRIMARY VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

SECONDARY VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

PARKING

PRIMARY PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

SECONDARY PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

DRAINAGE 

EXISTING OAK TREE

EXISTING DEODAR CEDAR STREET 
TREES

PREVAIL ING OFFSHORE WINDS

SANTA ANA SEASONAL WINDS

BURIED CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS=
POOR SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS

FIELD DRAIN W/ 4”  DIA ABS PIPE 
LEADING OUT TO STREET

SOUND/ PRIVACY BUFFER 
CONSIDERATIONS

NOISE TO BUFFER /  CONSIDER

DESIRABLE VIEWS TO CONSIDER

LEGEND
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SITE ANALYSIS A R E A  U S E  D I A G R A M

CIRCULATION

• Cl ient  is  a  35 yr.  o ld 
couple with an 8  year 
old  daughter  and a  dog 
(Dachshund)

• Play space for  daughter  & 
dog.  Lawn may not  exceed 
25% of  total  landscape 
area.

•  Kitchen garden plot .
•  Shade garden Seasonal 

interest
• Pol l inator  & wi ldl i fe 

fr iendly  plant ing where 
appropriate

• Screening as  required - 
f raming of  v iews where 
appropriate

• Quiet  space for  parents 
to  read,  meditate and 
pract ice  yoga

• Water  retent ion / 
inf i l t rat ion area

DESIGN PROGRAM
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SITE ANALYSIS N E W  F E AT U R E S

SCALE: 1”=8’

8’ HIGH ARBOR/TRELLIS 
WITH VINES (ALTERNATING) 
TRAINED UP FOR PRIVACY

4’ PRIVACY GATE

BENCH 

MOUNDED AREA COVERING 
POOR SOIL.  APPROX. DRIP 
LINE OF TREE @ +1.5’ 

GATE SECURED DOG RUN 
WITH DG

TRASH CAN STORAGE (WITH 
FRAGRANT ROSEMARY 
NEARBY 

BIOSWALE/ WATER 
INFILTRATION AREA 

@ -.5” 

RAISED MEDITATION 
DECK.  TOP OF 

DECK IS + 24” (2’ ) 
FOR ELEVATED AND 
BORROWED VIEWS 

OF CEMETERY

FOUNTAIN/ BIRD 
BATH

FIRE PIT

CONCRETE 
RECTANGULAR 

PAVERS

RAISED VEGETABLE 
BEDS WITH SMALLER 

BED FOR CHILD

KITCHEN HERB 
GARDEN BUILT IN 

PLANTERS
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SITE ANALYSIS F R O N T  A N D  S I D E 
P L A N T I N G  P L A N

SCALE: 1”=8’

JASMINUM POLYANTHUM

THUNBERGIA GRANDIFLORA VINE

PENNISETUM SETACEUM ‘RUBRUM’ 
CHILOPSIS LINEARIS

MUHLENBERGIA DUBIA

SALVIA ‘BEE’S BLISS’

AGAVE DESMETTIANA ‘VARIEGATA’ 
LEYMUS CONDENSATUS ‘CANYON PRINCE’

AGAVE ATTENUATA “BOUTIN BLUE’

SENECIO MANDRALISCAE

HESPEROYUCCA WHIPPLEI 
ROSMARINUS OFFICINALIS ‘TUSCAN BLUE’
LAVANDULA ANGUSTIFOLIA ‘HIDCOTE’
HELICTOTRICHON SEMPERVIRENS
FESTUCA CALIFORNICA ‘ELIJAH BLUE’
DUDLEYA PULVERULENTA
CORETHROGYNE FILAGINIFOLIA (GROUND COVER) 

DESIGN NARRATIVE: 
A DRIFTY CALIFORNIA NATIVE-FOCUSED FRONT YARD WITH A COOL BLUE 
GREEN AND PURPLE CONTROLLED COLOR PALETTE THAT VIBRATES WITH 
ENERGY.  

ATTEMPT IS MADE TO KEEP THE COLORS SOFT AND CALM- BLUES AND 
GREENS WITH PURPLE BEING THE STAR COLOR AND UNIFIER THROUGHOUT 
THE FRONT.  THE GRASSES, SUCCULENTS AND PLANT NATIVES OFFER A 
PLETHORA OF BENEFITS BOTH AESTHETIC AND FUNCTIONAL.  CONTRAST, 
THE ELEMENT OF MOTION AND SOUND, HABITAT RESTORATION AND VISUAL 
INTEREST.  
THE GRASSES OFFER A FULLNESS FOR YEAR LONG INTEREST, ARE 
RELATIVELY LOW MAINTENANCE, AND DROUGHT TOLERANT.  MUCH CAN 
ALSO BE SAID OF THE SUCCULENTS. THE DISTINCTIVE SHAPES, COOL 
COLOR PALETTE AND SYMMETRY OF THE SUCCULENTS OFFER A VISUALLY 
STRIKING “REEF” THAT CUTS STRAIGHT THROUGH THIS FRONT LAWN.  
SUCCULENT PLANTS LEND THEMSELVES TO PATTERN PLANTING DUE TO 
THE REGULARITY OF THEIR GROWTH HABITS AND FORMS AND THE MORE 
REPETITION THE BETTER.    COMPANION PLANTING INTO THE PARKWAY 
MAXIMIZES THE HABITAT VALUE AND LENGTHENS THE FRONT YARD, 
CREATING THE ILLUSION THE YARD IS BIGGER THAN IT IS.   F INALLY THIS 
AREA’S PLANTING WERE ALSO CHOSEN FOR THE HABITAT VALUE, WITH 
MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE CLIENTS AND THEIR CHILD TO INTERACT 
WITH THE BIRDS, BEES, AND BUTTERFLIES THAT THESE PLANTS WILL 
ATTRACT. 
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Height: 15 ft. - 30 ft. (rarely) 
Width: 15 ft. - 20 ft. 

Wucols:   VL

Twining vine 
Wucols:  M

Twining Vine 
Wucols:  M

Height: 1-2’ 
Width: 1-2’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 2-3’ 
Width: 3-4’ 
Wucols:   VL

Height: 3-5’ 
Width: 2-4 
Wucols:   L

Height: 2-3’ 
Width: clumping 

Wucols:   L

Height: 2-3' 
Width: Running 

Wucols:   L

Height: <1’ 
Width: 1-2’ 
Wucols:  L

Height: 1-2' 
Width: 6-8’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 5-6’ 
Width: 5-6’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 3-4’ 
Width: 3-4’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 1-2' 
Width: spreading 

Wucols:   L

Height: 4-6’ 
Width: 4-5' 
Wucols:  L

Height: 1-2’ 
Width: 1-2’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 1-2’ 
Width: 1-2’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 1-3' 
Width: Groundcover 

Wucols:   L
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Chilopsis linearis  
Desert Willow

Jasminum polyanthum 
Pink Jasmine 
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Thunbergia grandiflora 
Blue Trumpet Vine 

Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’ 
Purple Fountain Grass 

Muhlenbergia dubia 
Pine Muhly 

Leymus condensatus  
’Canyon Prince’ 
Giant Wild Rye 

Helictotrichon sempervirens 
Blue Oats Grass 

Festuca californica ‘ElijahBlue’ 
Blue Fescue 

Salvia ’Bee’s Bliss’ 
Bees Bliss Sage 

Agave desmettiana 
‘Variegata’ 

Variegated Smooth Agave 

Agave attenuata ‘Boutin Blue’ 
Blue Foxtail Agave 

Senecio mandraliscae 
Blue Chalksticks 

Hesperoyucca whipplei 
Our Lords Candle 

Rosmarinus officinalis  
‘Tuscan blue’ 

Upright Rosemary 

Lavandula angustifolia 
‘hidcote’ 
Lavender 

Dudleya pulverulenta 
Chalk Dudleya 

Corethrogyne filaginifolia 
Silver Carpet  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SITE ANALYSIS F R O N T  YA R D  P L A N T 
PA L E T T E
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SITE ANALYSIS B A C K  YA R D  P L A N T I N G 
P L A N

SCALE: 1”=8’

CEANOTHUS ‘DARK STAR’

GRAPEFRUIT CITRUS PARADISI ‘STAR RUBY’ SEMI DWARF

LIMEQUAT ‘EUSTIS’ X CITROFORTUNELLA FLORIDANA

CAREX PRAEGRACILIS -  MOWED AS TURF AND 
LEFT FULL LENGTH AT EDGES

IRIS DOUGLASIANA

CROCUS SATIVUS 

CITRUS SINENSIS ‘DWARF WASHINGTON NAVEL’

ERIOGONUM ARBORESCENS

LUPINUS EXCUBITUS

SALVIA ‘BEE’S BLISS’

ROSMARINUS OFFICINALIS ‘TUSCAN BLUE’

SISYRINCHIUM BELLUM

JUNCUS PATENS

CEANOTHUS GRISEUS VAR. HORIZONTALIS ‘YANKEE POINT’ 

THUNBERGIA GRANDIFLORA VINE

SALVIA SPATHACEA

JASMINUM POLYANTHUM

DESIGN NARRATIVE: 
CURVILINEAR PATHS MAKE THEIR WAY THROUGH THIS BACKYARD MAKING FOR 
LOTS OF HIDDEN SURPRISED AROUND MANY PLANTED CORNERS.   BORROWED 
VIEWS OF THE CEMETERY FROM THE RAISED MEDITATION DECK AND A FOUNTAIN 
AND WATER FEATURE ON THIS BACK SIDE ARE BROKEN UP BY A TURF AREA AND 
PORCH THAT MAKE THIS BACKYARD FEEL BIGGER THAN IT REALLY IS WITH MANY 
DIFFERENT AREAS AND ZONES.  
THE IDEA AND THEME WITH THE SELECTION OF PLANTS ARE THAT THEY ARE 
CHOSEN FOR THEIR BOLD COLOR (WITH PURPLE AGAIN BE THE VIP)  THAT DOESN’T 
COMPROMISE THE PRIMARY GOAL OF BEING A WILDLIFE-FRIENDLY GARDEN. A 
PLACE FOR PLANTS, WILDLIFE, AND PEOPLE TO LIVE IN HARMONY.
POLLINATORS ARE PART OF THE INTRICATE WEB THAT SUPPORTS THE BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY IN NATURAL ECOSYSTEMS THAT HELPS SUSTAIN OUR QUALITY OF LIFE, 
SO CARE WAS MADE IN SELECTIONS THAT PROVIDE HABITATS AND FOOD/WATER 
FOR BENEFICIAL INSECTS, BEES, BUTTERFLIES, MOTHS, HUMMINGBIRDS AND 
OTHER SONGBIRDS. ALONG WITH A KITCHEN AND HERB GARDEN, THIS BACKYARD 

IS SURE TO MAKE A NATURE LOVER OUT OF THEIR YOUNG 8 YEAR OLD CHILD. 
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Height: 10-15 
Width: 15 ft. - 20 ft. 

Wucols:   M-H

Height: 6-8’ 
Width: 6-8' 

Wucols:  M-H

Height: 6-8’ 
Width: 6-10’ 
Wucols:  M-H

Height: >1 
Spreading 

Wucols:   M-L

Height: 1-3’ 
Width: 3-5’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 1-2' 
Width: 6-8’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 5-6’ 
Width: 8-10’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 3' 
Width: 5-8’ 
Wucols:   L

Height: 12-18” 
Width: 1-2’ clumping. 

Wucols:   M

Height: 4” 
Width: 4” 

Wucols:   M

Height: 2-3’ 
Width: 4’ 

Wucols:   L

Height: 3”-2’ 
Width: 4”-2’ 

Wucols:   M-H

Height: 1-2’ 
Width: 1-2’ 

Wucols:   M-H

Height: 4-6’ 
Width: 4-5' 
Wucols:  L

Height: 3-4’ 
Width: 5-6’. 
Wucols:   L
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Citrus paradisi ‘Star Ruby’ 
Semi Dwarf (Grapefruit) 

Limequat ‘Eustis’ X 
Citrofortunella 

Salvia ’Bee’s Bliss’ 
Bees's Bliss Sage

Ceanothus ‘dark star’ 
California Lilac 

Ceanothus griseus var. 
horizontalis ‘Yankee Point’ 

Carex praegracilis 
mowed as 

turf and left full length at edges 

Iris douglasiana  
Douglas Iris 

Crocus sativus 
Saffron Crocus  

Lupinus excubitus 
Grape soda lupine 

Sisyrinchium bellum 
Blue- Eyed Grass 

Juncus patens 
California grey rush 

Salvia spathacea 
Hummingbird Sage 

Rosmarinus officinalis  Thunbergia grandiflora 
BLUE TRUMPET VINE 

Jasminum polyanthum 
Pink Jasmine

Eriogonum arborescens 
Santa Cruz Island Buckwheat 

TR
EE

TR
EE

Citrus sinensis ‘Dwarf 
Washington Navel’ 

Twining Vine 
Wucols:  M

Twining Vine 
Wucols:  M
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SITE ANALYSIS B A C K YA R D  P L A N T 
PA L E T T E
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SITE ANALYSIS T H A N K  YO U !

SCALE: 1”=8’


