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DESIGN NARRATIVE

FOR THE MASTER PLAN

Making cultural institutions inclusive 

and interactive unlocks the full 

potential of public spaces. 

In order to foster radical inclusivity in 

a historically disrupted neighborhood, 

this project proposes to activate two 

new gateways and the spaces and 

edges between them.

INTIMIDATING

ISOLATED

SPARTAN

UNINVITING

MONOTONE

HARD

INSTITUTIONAL

DISORIENTING

EXISTING CONDITIONS....

INSPO- ROTATING INTERACTIVE PUBLIC ART INSPO- PUBLIC PLAZA, FRUIT TREES FOR SHADE
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INCLUSIVE

INTERACTIVE

INVIGORATING

INVOLVING

IMMERSIVE

INVITING

INSIDE-OUT

IMPRESSIVE

FOR THE THRESHOLDS

Thresholds are spatial components of the 
landscape which provide for integrated, 
subtle and complex transitions through 
the landscape.

...‘Knit’ the fabric of landscape together.”

...Spaces to mark the arrival and the 
social, cultural, and practical activities 
associated with this.

....“Unofficial” or “unmanaged” places 
that are adopted by the community for 
specific recreational or social uses.

CATHERINE DEE, FORM AND FABRIC IN 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

GOALS AND BIG IDEA

INSPO= WALKWAYS WITH WILD PLANTING INSPO= ENTRANCES WITH THEMATIC WAYFINDING
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SITE ANALYSIS
Key components from the Group Site Analysis that influenced my design- 
see appendix for full site analysis
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Simone Drucker

SITE EXTENTS
METRO RED LINE
METRO PURPLE LINE

METRO STOP

BUS STOP

P PARKING LOT
PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

ADA / PEDESTRIAN ACCESS

D CAR DROP-OFF

ANALYSIS: Transportation & Access

METRO:
-  Site has two metro stops accessed by
 the Red Line
-  Stop are both on the lower elevation
	 (east	slope),	pose	difficulty	for	ADA		 	
	 Access

BUS:  
-		 Site	is	accessible	by	bus	on	all	sides

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS:
-	 ADA	Access	is	limited
-	 Non-ADA	access	is	also	somewhat	
 limited for the size of the site
-	 Redundancy	in	design	of	pedestrian	
 areas 
-		 inconvenient	and	unecessary	stair	
	 progressions,	uncomfortable	stair	
	 design,	etc.
-	 Lack	of	aesthetic	pedestrian	gateways.
- Poor pedestrian connection between   
 the Hill & 2nd Street site portion and
	 California	Plaza.

VEHICULAR ACCESS:
-	 There	is	ample	pay	parking	nearby
- Not very many drop-off points

75 150 300
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ANALYSIS: Cultural Adjacencies

Alyssa Leal Moffitt

Music
LA Philharmonic
Walt Disney Concert Hall
Music Center:

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Mark Taper Forum,
Ahmanson Theater

Coburn School of Music

Art
The Broad
MOCA
The Arts District

Libraries
Los Angeles Central Public Library  
       
Historic Monuments
Bradbury Building
Our Lady of the Angels
Historic Theater District

Community Events
Farmers Market- Saturdays
Protest Paths
Family Events-Pershing Square 
 
 
 

2 miles

Activation will draw from connections to 
street and community.

• “Lack of aesthetic pedestrian gateways”
• Improve pedestrian connection
• Enhance bus stops 
• Add drop-off points
• Include ADA access
• Adjust stair design

• Activate connections from street and community
• Emphasis on Art 
• Consider community events 
• Improve cultural relationships
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PRECEDENTS
References that influenced the design

INTERACTIVE CONNECTIONS-
Stairs on Śliska Street by arch_it studio
Offering a design that allows for new functions 
and new opportunities while becoming access-
able. 
HTTPS://ARCHINEA.PL/ORYGINALNY-POMYSL-SCHODY-PRZESTRZENI-MIEJSKIEJ-KRAKOWA-ZWYCIES-
KA-PRACA-STUDIA-ARCH_IT/

PASSAGEWAY EXPLORATION - Open Shore by Ecosistema Urbano
A redesign of the Urban Center of West Palm Beach. Intelligent, flexible, and responsive. 
HTTPS://WWW.METALOCUS.ES/EN/NEWS/ECOSISTEMA-URBANO-WINS-COMPETITION-RETHINK-FUTURE-URBAN-CENTER-WEST-PALM-BEACH

INSPIRED ENTRANCE- Petite Vie by Fontaine/Fortin/Labelle
Colourful walls and geometric doorways encourage passersby to use the walkway.
HTTPS://WWW.DEZEEN.COM/2015/08/08/FRANCIS-FONTAINE-LUCA-FORTIN-PASCAL-LABELLE-POSTMODERN-INSPIRED-INSTALLATION-PETITE-VIE-QUEBEC-PASSAGEWAY/
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CONCEPT SKETCHES

TRANSITIONS between the 
external environment and internal 
environment

HALF- IN / HALF-OUT experience; 
breathing space between two 
experiences

VISUAL LINK, the connecting 
frame
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SCHEMATIC DESIGN SKETCHES

Based on potential for 
ACTIVITIES 
waiting, meeting, sitting, resting, 
selling/buying, eating, drinking, 
posing for photos, bus stops, bike 
shares, ride share drop off points  

and INTERACTION
talking, eating, climbing, up, down, 
reflection, working, resting, calling, 
exploring, playing, learning, 
listening, buying 
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
STUDIES of moments that MARK THE ARRIVAL for the new plaza 
and the social, cultural, and practical activities associated with it. 
Consider interactive art, landscape, accessability.
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FINAL DESIGN PROPOSAL- THRESHOLDS

Grand Arts GatewaySunken PlazaCal Cooridor

Olive’s PassageAngels Lift
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ANALYSIS: Cultural Adjacencies

Alyssa Leal Moffitt

Music
LA Philharmonic
Walt Disney Concert Hall
Music Center:

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Mark Taper Forum,
Ahmanson Theater

Coburn School of Music

Art
The Broad
MOCA
The Arts District

Libraries
Los Angeles Central Public Library  
       
Historic Monuments
Bradbury Building
Our Lady of the Angels
Historic Theater District

Community Events
Farmers Market- Saturdays
Protest Paths
Family Events-Pershing Square 
 
 
 

2 miles

Activation will draw from connections to 
street and community.

NTS
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FINAL ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN- 
GROUP DESIGN PROPOSAL

Angels Knoll

West Gateway

Cal Cooridor

Orange Grove Cafe

Cal Plaza

Community Center 
& Skate Park

Slinky Bridge

Bunker Hill Plaza

Bunker Hill School & 
Garden

Sunken Plaza Grand Arts Gateway 2nd Street ConnectionThe Alley

Residences at 
1st & Olive

Angels FlightOlive’s PassageAngels Lift
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ANALYSIS: Coverage

Legend

Karen Stasevich

Structure/Building

Limit of Work

Concrete or other hard 
surface

Asphalt/Parking

Informal Softscape 
(streetscapes, planting)

Palette #2

Palette #1

Palette #3

Formal Softscape (parks, 
parklets, green plazas)

Central Library

Pershing Square

Civic Center / Grand 
Park

Grand Central Market

Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion

LADWP

City Hall

MOCA

The Broad

Walt Disney Concert 
Hall

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

89

10

To City Hall 200’ 400’ 800’200’ 400’

FINAL DESIGN BY Karen Stasevich, Tommy Plaggemeier, Katy Kirkpatrick, 
Gus Koven, Cristina Arredondo, Amelia Snyder, Tim Switzer
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FINAL ILLUSTRATIVE PLAN-
INDIVIDUAL DESIGN PROPOSAL

Sunken PlazaCal Cooridor

Olive’s Passage

Angels Lift

Grand Arts Gateway
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ANALYSIS: Cultural Adjacencies

Alyssa Leal Moffitt

Music
LA Philharmonic
Walt Disney Concert Hall
Music Center:

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Mark Taper Forum,
Ahmanson Theater

Coburn School of Music

Art
The Broad
MOCA
The Arts District

Libraries
Los Angeles Central Public Library  
       
Historic Monuments
Bradbury Building
Our Lady of the Angels
Historic Theater District

Community Events
Farmers Market- Saturdays
Protest Paths
Family Events-Pershing Square 
 
 
 

2 miles

Activation will draw from connections to 
street and community.

NTS
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ANALYSIS: Cultural Adjacencies

Alyssa Leal Moffitt

Music
LA Philharmonic
Walt Disney Concert Hall
Music Center:

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Mark Taper Forum,
Ahmanson Theater

Coburn School of Music

Art
The Broad
MOCA
The Arts District

Libraries
Los Angeles Central Public Library  
       
Historic Monuments
Bradbury Building
Our Lady of the Angels
Historic Theater District

Community Events
Farmers Market- Saturdays
Protest Paths
Family Events-Pershing Square 
 
 
 

2 miles

Activation will draw from connections to 
street and community.

NTSPLAN VIEW

KEY MAP

A

A

A

B

PERSPECTIVE A MATERIAL STUDY B

SECTION A-A

OLIVE TREE (OLEA EUROPAEA)

COAST ROSEMARY (WESTRINGIA FRUTICOSA)

BLASTED GRANITE BOULDERS

CONCRETE STONE RETAINING WALL

PRECAST CONCRETE SEATWALL

DECOMPOSED GRANITE

seatwall and planter

rotating public art

moveable tables

vendor space

food truck spacecrosswalk to Broadbike/scooter pull offparklette spaces

reflective canopy

GRAND AVE
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ANALYSIS: Cultural Adjacencies

Alyssa Leal Moffitt

Music
LA Philharmonic
Walt Disney Concert Hall
Music Center:

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
Mark Taper Forum,
Ahmanson Theater

Coburn School of Music

Art
The Broad
MOCA
The Arts District

Libraries
Los Angeles Central Public Library  
       
Historic Monuments
Bradbury Building
Our Lady of the Angels
Historic Theater District

Community Events
Farmers Market- Saturdays
Protest Paths
Family Events-Pershing Square 
 
 
 

2 miles

Activation will draw from connections to 
street and community.

NTSPLAN VIEW

MEETING AREA

FOOD AND BEVERAGE

REFLECTION, PEOPLE WATCHING

UP AND DOWN

HABITAT, ORANGE TREES AND BEES

WAYFINDING, GUIDING FEATURES

MOCA
1CAL
BUILDING

PERSPECTIVE A

SECTION A-A

KEY MAP

Public restroom

Orange Tree Grove Gateway
tunnel design

ADA ramp Elevated dining 
platform

Crosswalk

Lower Level Plaza

Crosswalk

Elevated Platform;
Dining, people-watching

Food truck parkingStaircase to AlleywayPubic RestroomOrange Grove/Natural 
Hillside PLanting

A

A

A

INSPO= INTERACTIVE, MULTI-LEVEL SEATING

VALENCIA ORANGE

BLUE GRAMA GRASS 
(BOUTELOUA GRACILIS)

DOUGLAS IRIS 
(IRIS DOUGLASIANA)

LIGHTWEIGHT CERAMIC SEATING

GATEWAY TUNNEL DESIGN

LONG PERMEABLE PAVERS

GRAND AVE
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