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A sketch of the site I did when we visited the site the first 
time with the class. I wanted to have a  visual in my mind, 
of the space. I pictured the site as two big open sloped 
spaces connected with a long linear space surrounded by 
very tall buildings.
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Top view of Pedestrian Corridor individual design
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indiv idual  de s ig n
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  s ite  analysis 
Key components of the Team Site Analysis 
related to individual design proposal:

Open Greenspace:

A high need for green space in our site and downtown Los 
Angeles. Design new green spaces and/or improve any 
existing green spaces.

Coverage:

There is more coverage of hard surfaces and buildings 
than formal (parks, parklets, green plazas) and informal 
(streetscape planting) softscape.

Topography:

Understanding the overall topography of the site. The 
Pedestrian Corridor is on an elevated structure. There is 
pedestrian traffic and numerous entries/exits from nearby 
buildings and streets that should not be blocked with the 
redesign of the site.

Slope:

The grade of the Pedestrian Corridor is 1.5%, this allows a 
lot of flexibilities for the type of programs for the site.

Open Greenspace

Coverage

Topography

Slope

Section

Seasonal Shade

Dimensions

Transportation & AccessCultural Adjacencies
History
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  s ite  Analysis 
Section:

The section cut along the Pedestrian Corridor, starts from 
4th street, above Angel’s knoll, all the way to the other end 
to 1st street, passing the Development site. This is pretty 
much a flat site.

Cultural Adjacencies:

Opportunities to form partnerships with nearby 
institutions for program events and draw people into our 
site from connections to the streets.

Seasonal Shade:

The lack of shade in the Pedestrian Corridor way during 
mid-day hours is a constraint that will have to be solved 
with the placement of trees or shade structures.

Dimensions:

Another challenge is the width of the Pedestrian Corridor, 
45 feet, that should allow pedestrian traffic both ways, 
programming, and access to nearby buildings and the 
neighborhood.

History:

The history of the Tongva people and Colonization 
provided ideas for the concept of the design.

Transportation & Access:

The site is accessible from all sides and visitors can use 
many types of transportation to arrive at the site, Metro, 
bus, car, cycling, and walking.

Full details of the Site Analysis diagrams are  in the 
Appendix Team Site Analysis.

Opportunities & Constraints
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  p rec edent studie s
Namba Park, Osaka, Japan

LOCATION	   Central Business District

SITE SIZE	   8.33 acres

OPENED	   2003

ARCHITECTS  Obayashi Co. Ltd. /
   	                 The Jerde Partnership

•	 Mixed-Use Space
•	 Urban Park
•	 Shopping Center
•	 Transit-Oriented
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  p rec edent studie s
Namba Park, Osaka, Japan

•	 Multi-Level Terraces
•	 Rooftop Gardens
•	 Physical Connections
•	 Bridges 
•	 Pedestrian Walkways
•	 Sequence of Spaces
•	 Links to Railway/Roads
•	 Connection with Nature

Concept: Canyon coursing through an urban park

Illustrative Plan

Top View
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  p rec edent studie s
Floating Archipelago, Shenzhen, China

LOCATION	   Longgang District

SITE SIZE	   2.47 acres

COMPLETED	  2020

ARCHITECT	   FCHA

•	 Footbridges
•	 Landscape Corridors
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  p rec edent studie s

Floating Archipelago, Shenzhen, China

•	 Urban Leisure
•	 Recreation
•	 Bridge Connections

Illustrative Plan

Concept: Sequence of spaces as floating islands.
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  p rec edent studie s
Piazza Navona, Rome, Italy

LOCATION	    Pantheon District

SITE SIZE	    3.7 acres approx.

BUILT	                 15th Century

WORKS BY	    Gian Lorenzo Bernini and
                              Francesco Borromini
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  p rec edent studie s

Concept: The baroque-style public square is built on the site where the Stadium of Domitian, founded in 86 AD, once 
stood.

Piazza Navona, Rome, Italy

•	 Architecture
•	 History
•	 Fountains
•	 Active Edges
•	 Open space 
•	 Movable Seating 
•	 Variety of Programming.
•	 Street Performers
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  c onc ep t
To develop my concept, I started from our groups bid idea 
which is water and especially the history and importance 
of LA river in our region. I wanted to build my concept 
around 1) Water as a valuable resource , 2) water as a 
Point of connection for people, and 3) Water as it flows in 
natural ways. A river running through the site, or a river 
with river islands that are created as the river shifts its 
course.

The concept of the site is to create a leisure pedestrian 
corridor, in the long linear space, with seating areas, 
pedestrian walkways and spaces for different events on 
each side and in between the seating areas.

River River, bike lane, ADA path, and walkways Water, walkway, ADA path, and planting

Seating and event spaces become places of gathering and 
connection with others
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  c onc ep t
One of the Los Angeles indigenous trees , an ancient 
sycamore, known in its later years as “El Aliso“, once 
occupied the same symbolic space now captured by the 
palm tree. This  particular Sycamore tree started growing 
near the western bank of the LA river, in the late 15th 
century about the same time Columbus arrived in the 
Americas , and as it matured it became a major site, a 
gathering place, a sacred burial site, and a meeting place 
for trading amongst tribes, for the Los Angeles indigenous 
Tongva people. This tree was located later in the largest 
Tongva village, the Yaanga village, just few blocks away of 
our site. It stood there for 400 years.

The amoeba shapes of the sycamore bark were an 
inspiration to design water features/ponds, planting, and 
seating areas along the edges.

Another concept idea was to have a river as a more 
predominant feature with seating and planting areas on 
each side.
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  sc hem atic  de sign

Sketch of the Pedestrian Corridor, as it fits in the actual 
site, placed on a Google Earth image. The Pedestrian 
Corridor connects Angel’s Knoll and theDevelopment 
Site.
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  sc hem atic  de sign

Having to work with a long linear space, I started to 
divide the space into smaller spaces, allow space for 
circulation, and design the space with seating, water 
features and planting areas. 

Sketch of the Pedestrian Corridor with shade structures. 
One idea was to have shade structures to resemble 
sycamore leaves, of have tall trees instead of the 
structures.
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Seating areas desingned in Rhino
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  DE SIGN DEVELOP MENT STUDIE S
Inspirational images of water features, seating, and 
planting areas.

Casa Merah condominium in SingaporeCasa Merah condominium in Singapore

Keller Fountain Park in Portland by Lawrence Harpin

Water Lilies by Claude Monet
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  DE SIGN DEVELOP MENT STUDIE S
Inspirational images of art installation and paving 
patterns.

Cloud Gate, aka “The Bean”, in Millennium Park, Chicago, designed by Anish Kapoor.

A four-and-a-half ton bronze sculpture of a silverback mountain gorilla to raise 
awareness about the endangered species. Bella Abzug Park, Hudson Yards, New York 
City, artists Gillie and Marc Schattner.

Mineral roof garden, São Paulo, by Roberto Burle Marx

‘Prismatica’, a public art installation in Montreal, Canada
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN
Individual Design Narrative

Create a sequence of small public spaces that feel peaceful, 
relaxing but also are flexible for small public events and 
diverse programing.  

Working with the surrounding context of the site, the 
tall buildings, I imagine it would feel like walking into a 
ravine, a gateway, from the busy streets and surrounding 
downtown area. 

Unon Square, Seattle, Washington
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN
Site Plan

AUTOCAD
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

PHOTOSHOP

Enlargement

Seating area
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Pedestrian Corridor

Sequence of seating areas and the paving pattern 
of the sycamore bark. 

LUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Sections

Two sections of the Pedestrian Corridor. The top is a 
longer section cut that shows how flat the site is, and 
the bottom a shorter cut shows the scale of the trees 
and seating areas.

LUMION

LUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Colburn School

As we are moving through the site, from the 
Development site, we pass Colburn school. 
There are small seating areas and low canopy 
trees.

LUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Connecting Node - Colburn

This sketch shows one of the connecting nodes of the 
Pedestrian Corridor with the adjacent alleyway that 
leads to Grand Avenue. 

One idea to attract people into our site, is to have food 
tracks next to Colburn School and use a big sculpture, 
like a Great Blue Heron, an iconic bird and symbol of 
the LA River. 

I believe such a sculpture like “The Bean” in Chicago 
will anchor the Pedestrian Corridor and our site in 
the downtown area, and become another entrance, a 
tourist attraction and a meeting place. 
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

MOCA & OMNI

Continuing our walk, we get closer to the center 
of the Pedestrian Corridor, between MOCA and 
OMNI hotel where there are larger seating areas 
and trees. The idea is to feel like walking into a 
ravine by using tall trees and the context of the 
site, the tall buildings.

LUMION
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Opportunity for different events, like outdoor dining, in 
the center of the Pedestrian Corridor, if it is designed as 
an open space. Rendered in LUMION.
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Outdoor Dining

Possible open space for events in the center of 
the Pedestrian Corridor.

LUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Pop-Up Markets

Possible open space for events in the center of 
the Pedestrian Corridor.

LUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Art Installation

On each path, there is opportunity for art 
installations. There are two paths, 10 feet each,  
that run along the Pedestrian Corridor, on each 
side of the seating areas.

LUMION



35THE BOOK: INDIVIDUAL DESIGN PEDESTRIAN CORRIDOR THEO VUDURIS  |  LD7 SPRING 2021  |  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE UCLA EXTENSION

indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

MOCA & OMNI

Passing the Alleway Center, above 3rd street 
tunnel, and moving towards Cal Plaza and 
Angel’s Knoll.

LUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Connecting Node - MOCA

Sketch of another connecting node of the Pedestrian 
Corridor with the adjacent alleyway next to MOCA 
that leads to Grand Avenue. The seating and planting 
areas are visible from Grand Avenue and visitors 
can see a little bit of the site. Also, this is another 
opportunity to exhibit art, in digital displays or other 
form of media on the walls of the  adjacent alleyway 
and attract people into the site.
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Cal Plaza

Moving next to Cal Plaza and in front of the 
Omni Hotel. Different vegetation and more 
open space.

LUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN

Cal Plaza

Looking towards Angel’s Knoll from Cal Plaza.

Angel’s Knoll

Arriving at Angel’s Knoll and looking back towards Cal Plaza. 

LUMIONLUMION
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indiv idual  d e si g n:  f inal  DE SIGN
MaterialsLUMION

LUMION

LUMION
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The parti represents the “Big Idea” - the flow of the 
Los Angles River Watershed.

Running through the site from the source at the 
Development site, through the Pedestrian Corridor 
and ending at Angel’s Knoll. Designed by our team 
member Vicki Rand.
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team master pl a n
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  Narrative

Simone Drucker

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

MASTERPLAN: Narrative

patterns, lighting and other such building 
techniques will be used to tell our narra-
tive, artfully.  Not only will this add depth 
and variety in the experience of the site, it 
also recognizes that water should not be 
used carelessly - it is a restrained approach 
to use of a scarce resource.

Water as A Point of Connection
Water has historically brought commu-
nities and civilizations together, through 
the ages. The LA River, while strangled 
by concrete and aggressive planning, still 
represents a fertile ground for the people 
of Los Angeles, and will continue to do wo 
with the forthcoming redevelopment. Our 
site will use the water metaphor - flowing 
from end-to-end and through all major 
social spaces of our site - as a powerful 
element that brings people together.

Water’s Natural & Manmade 
Behaviors

In Los Angeles, water flows both in natural 
ways and through a wide range of man-
made infrastructure. From above-ground 
aqueducts, to underground tunnels, it 
moves through a variety of conditions.  
These constructs created by man, as well 
as the natural streams, rivers and wetlands 
can all be sources of inspiration to draw 
from when designing the site.  Historically, 
an ancient stream bed ran nearby our site 
on what is now 5th street, an important 
historical linkage to consider.

Simone Drucker

Water: A Precious Resource

The narrative of our masterplan encapsu-
lates the history of Water in LA - both on 
our site itself, and Los Angeles as a whole.

From drought, to floods, to desert and to 
snow, the history of water in Los Angeles 
is dramatic. Perhaps the most relevant 
piece of our story is the increasing scarcity 
of water here itself - growing every year 
with climate change. It is an increasingly 
precious resource. We hope to highlight 
this preciousness and invaluable quality, as 
a celebration of its importance and proper 
memorialzation of its geological narrative.

The view of the original Municipal Water 
District building from the high point of the 
site is remarkable; the long length of the 
site and multiple points of connection 
provide rich opportunity for continuous 
water imagery and metaphor.  

The nearby LA River is an important part of 
the history of LA’s water and its landscape, 
and is also inherent to our narrative.

Conceptual Narrative of Water

Through design features, materials and 
words, the experience of moving through 
our site will represent connection to water 
on a literal and conceptual level.

Literal water features are not the only 
material display of the water narrative - 
sculptural elements, textures, graphics, 
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  Users

Mary Diane Rasmussen

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

Mary Diane Rasmussen
Cynthia Tribull, Janet Teller, Rachael Dwork, Simone Drucker, Theo Vuduris, Vicki Rand

MASTER PLAN - GROUP 1

City, private 
industry 
workers,  
business 

owners, street 
vendors

Visitors – local 
community, 
city, state, 
worldwide

Families, low 
income

residents, 
teenagers, 
children, 

adults, seniors

Couples Single people Students

Artists, street 
performers, 
musicians, 

photographers, 
bicylists

USERS
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  C om munit y  Servic e s

Mary Diane Rasmussen

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

Mary Diane Rasmussen
Cynthia Tribull, Janet Teller, Rachael Dwork, Simone Drucker, Theo Vuduris, Vicki Rand

MASTER PLAN - GROUP 1

Veterinarian

Bank Childcare
Civic Center

Community Garden

Dog Park

Relief Service Center

Education

Entertainment

Hotel

Library

Market

Medical

Museum

Place of Worship

Police & Fire Station

Post OfficeRestaurant

Retail

COMMUNITY SERVICES
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  Insp iration

Rachael Dwork

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

INSPIRATION

References
1. Ord Survey, Edward E.C. Ord, 1849.
2. Howard and Folsom Northbound
3. Graham Coreil-Allen - Baltimore, MD
4. “City Thread” - SPORTS - Chattanooga, TN
5. Delonix regia on Rothchild Blvd - Tel Aviv, Israel. Image via: Visit Tel Aviv
6.“El gigante dormido” - Montse Galbany / Miguel Ángel Cuartero
7. Las Ramblas - Barcelona, Spain. Image via: Cali to Catalunya Rachael Dwork
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2
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  Insp iration

Vicki Rand

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors
VICKI RAND

INSPIRATION
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  Insp iration

Theo Vuduris
INSPIRATION
Sony Center - Berlin, Potsdamer Platz Theo Vuduris
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  Sketc he s

Mary Diane Rasmussen

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

Mary Diane Rasmussen
Cynthia Tribull, Janet Teller, Rachael Dwork, Simone Drucker, Theo Vuduris, Vicki Rand

SITE VIEWS

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE -2ND AVE 

MASTER PLAN - GROUP 1

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

Mary Diane Rasmussen
Cynthia Tribull, Janet Teller, Rachael Dwork, Simone Drucker, Theo Vuduris, Vicki Rand

SITE VIEWS

HILL ST. PARKLET AT ANGELS KNOLL

MASTER PLAN - GROUP 1
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  P reliminary Sketc he s

Simone Drucker

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

MASTERPLAN: Sketches

Notes/lLegend/Callouts

• Increase bicycle access & routes

•	 Improve	pedestrian	flow	up	and		 	
	 down	hill	at	Angel’s	Knoll

•	 Consider	view	of	old	Metropolitan
 Water district Building

•	 Incorporate	water	features	at	all
 spaces in the site

• Pedestrian bridge connecting 2nd   
	 &	Olive	with	the	corridor	space

• Event-oriented park at 2nd & Olive

Simone Drucker
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Team Mast e r  Pl a n:  P reliminary Sketc he s

Janet Teller

Landscape Design 7   |   Spring Quarter 2021   |   Reynolds/Spulecki/Brief, Instructors

MASTER PLAN: Preliminary Sketches

Janet Teller

Pedestrian Circulation

Flow of Connecting 
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CONCEPT: Vista Art Play

/Notes

•  In this concept, I divided the site into 3  
sections - vista, art, and play. Each section 
could have programming to support theme-
ing, but is overall unified by a multi-layer tree 
canopy. 

• I see a great opportunity to connect the 
Walt Disney Concert Hall, MOCA, and Colburn 
School through interactive art and sculpture 
that stretches from the alley way over a foot 
bridge that connects to the lot at 2nd and 
Grand.

• The “Play” section could be a terraced park 
with interactive installations that relate to 
sound, music, or Disney.

•  The “Art” section that contains most of the 
alley could be a sculpture garden that ties in 
music with contempory art. Kiosks could serve 
as in-fill development that serve food and bev-
erages day or night. 

• The “Vista” section evelops the California 
Plaza with Angel’s Knoll and draws pedestrians 
from Grand Central Market for an opportunity 
to appreciate the LA skyline from the upper 
elevations.

• Blue lines denote potential bike path options

• Dotted line represents interior pedestrian 
circulation

• Green lines denote tree canopy

Rachael Dwork
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CONCEPT: The Nucleus

/Notes

•  In this concept, I was inspired by the physical 
location of Bunker Hill and how the locailty 
influences the thrououghfare and aestethic of 
downtown. I viewed the site itself as the  
nuclues to the atom which is downtown LA 
with a piece of the site serving as the proton, 
electron, and neutron.

• The “Electron” of the site, or piece with portion 
with a negative charge would be a quieter, 
passive space that includes areas to relax and 
eat on Angels Knoll and the California Plaza. 
I see this area of the site being more active in 
the daytime until Grand Central Market closes 
at 9pm. After businesses close, the residents 
could use the park to appreciate the skyline or 
relieve their dogs.

• The “Neutron” of the site is the alleyway itself. 
This area is meant to serve as flexible space 
that absorbs both active and passive qualities 
of the space. By day local workers and tourists 
are enjoying the resturaunts and sunshine, 
while at night, they can enjoy pop up festivals 
or outdoor biergartens/lounges that activate 
what is now void.

•  The “Proton” would encompass the lot at 2nd 
and Grand and pedestrianize Grand Ave from 
3rd to 1st. This creates a front lawn to the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall and opens opportunities 
for street performances and commercial activ-
ity. The lot could be an flexible outdoor space 
used for events or nighttime destination with 
interactive scupture or furniture.

Rachael Dwork
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VICKI RAND

NavigateLA Map

This map is a user generated static output from an Intranet mapping

site  and  is for reference only.  Data layers that appear on this map

may or may not be accurate,current, or otherwise reliable. 
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Mary Diane Rasmussen
Cynthia Tribull, Janet Teller, Rachael Dwork, Simone Drucker, Theo Vuduris, Vicki Rand

MASTER PLAN - GROUP 1

SITE VIEWS

ANGELS KNOLL CONCEPT
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Mary Diane Rasmussen
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Mary Diane Rasmussen
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Page 8
https://www.amusingplanet.com/2012/12/roof-gardens-at-namba-parks-osaka-japan.html

Page 9
https://www.jerde.com/projects/7917/namba-parks
https://90degreesparallel.wordpress.com/2015/01/18/the-future-of-design-is-here-namba-park-by-jerde-partnership/
https://www.stefanoboeriarchitetti.net/en/vertical-forest-en/namba-parks-jerde-partnership/

Page 10 & 11
https://www.archdaily.com/947168/floating-archipelago-pedestrian-bridge-design-fcha?ad_source=search&ad_medium=search_result_projects

Page 12 & 13
https://www.ft.com/content/e0984b01-7d22-4ff7-bf73-e8762289b3e3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piazza_Navona
https://www.reddit.com/r/rome/comments/dwmvhv/piazza_navona_stadium_of_domitian_90_ad_and_now/
https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/126382333267897909/
https://www.wantedinrome.com/news/rome-reopens-piazza-navona-christmas-market.html
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/259238522278253635/

Page 14 & 15
https://smbasblog.com/the-tongva/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yaanga
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2002-sep-08-me-then8-story.html
https://www.kcet.org/shows/lost-la/el-aliso-ancient-sycamore-was-silent-witness-to-four-centuries-of-l-a-history
https://sites.redlands.edu/trees/species-accounts/california-sycamore/

Page 20
https://www.stxla.com/page_media/casa-merah-condominium/
https://www.archdaily.com/802422/the-landscape-architecture-of-lawrence-halprin
https://www.artic.edu/artworks/16568/water-lilies

Page 21
https://www.choosechicago.com/articles/tours-and-attractions/the-bean-chicago/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/blog/when-a-gorilla-sculpture-lands-in-hudson-yards-does-anyone-care
https://www.designboom.com/design/downtown-montreal-transformed-into-one-giant-kaleidoscope-by-raw-12-23-2014/?utm_campaign=daily&utm_medium=e-mail&utm_source=subscribers
https://www.e-flux.com/announcements/46550/roberto-burle-marx-brazilian-modernist/

Page 22
https://www.seattlemet.com/news-and-city-life/2016/11/seattle-s-unknown-private-spaces-that-are-actually-public-spaces
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